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Site in Alexandria

Conservation Center, Grand Museum
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At the end of last August, 2011, Takashi Mori
(Culture and Town Group), Tsutomu Nakazawa
(Culture and Town Group) and Hiroshi Suita
(Culture and Town Group) visited Alexandria to
observe the Qait Bay Fort, National Museum,
Roman Theatre, Catacombs, Amud El-Sawari and
Al-Anfushi Monuments. They compared the cultural
heritages of ancient Egypt with archaeological
sites of Hellenistic era from the point of Classical
Archaeology, Natural History, and Egyptology.

Since we started these missions, Atushi Ito
(Geotechnical Engineering Group), Tadateru
Nishiura (Conservation and Restoration Group),
Ahmed Shoeib (Conservation and Restoration
Group), Adel Akarish (Conservation and Restoration
Group) and Hiroshi Suita (Culture and Town Group)
experimented on the soil stabilization of the burial
chamber of ancient Egypt at Mastaba Idout in
Saqqara. Eriko Oka (Culture and Town Group) did
fieldwork at Saqqara village.

The purpose we had for the experiments on the
soil stabilization was to reinforce the structure

of burial chamber. Many structures similar to

the burial chamber in Saqgara have the same
problem that they might cave in. As a result of
the experiments, we made progress on the soil
stabilization of the burial chamber.

During this mission, we heard news that foreign
missions restarted to work after the revolution.
Fortunately we didn't have any troubles in this
regard and we could complete our mission.

Atsushi Ito (Geotechnical Engineering Group),
Hiroshi Suita (Culture and Town Group) and
Tadateru Nishiura (Conservation and Restoration
Group) also visited the Conservation Center in
the Grand Egyptian Museum and exchanged their
ideas with Dr. Osama M. Abou El Khier (Executive
Director), Dr. Hussein M. Kamal (Technical Director)
and Dr. Yasunori Matsuda (Conservation Scientist,
JICA).

Furthermore, Yoshihiro Yasumuro (Faculty of
Environmental and Urban Engineering, Kansai
University) participated in the research on the
superstructure of Mastaba Idout. The research of
the superstructure was supported by Grants-in-Aid

for Scientific Research.

Mission in September, 2011
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The Geotechnical Engineering Group carried out
reinforcement using anchor bolts on a part of the
ceiling in the burial chamber of Idout. There was a
remarkable separation in the mother rock on the
western part of the ceiling by weathering, for which
temporal supports had been set up. They used
anchor bolts and removed some of the supports.
In addition, they carried out the pulling test of
anchor bolt in the bedrock close to the mastaba of
Idout for the confirmation of the adhesion of epoxy
resin and the tensile strength of the anchor bolt,
and examined the number and interval of the bolts
on the ceiling in the burial chamber. They also
recorded the data of crack displacements on the
mother rock in the burial chamber, and analyzed
the data. The crack width of rock changes with
temperature and humidity, but the displacements
are so small and periodic that the mother rock is

considered to be stable.
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Atsushi Ito lectured on "Conservation and
Restoration for Mural Painting in a Mastaba, Egypt"
in the R&R Exhibition of Building Renovation 2011
at Tokyo Big Sight on June 1 (Wednesday), 2011.
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Atsushi Ito lectured on "Conservation Project for

Ancient Mural Painting in a Burial Chamber, Egypt"
at the 20th Annual Meeting of the Japan Institute
of Energy, which was held at Kansai University
from August 9 (Tuesday) to 10 (Wednesday), 2011.
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This summer, the Conservation and Restoration

Group conducted environment research on the
burial chamber at Mastaba Idout in Sagqara and
discussed how to stabilize the rock of the burial
chamber. From March 2012, they would restart
the conservation work, which has been interrupted
by the revolution in Egypt since the end of the
January, 2011. Besides, they had contacts with
specialists in other fields, and also had a study
about the cultural properties that had been
damaged by the great earthquake in Japan.
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The 33th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society

for the Conservation of Cultural Property was held

at Nara Prefecture New Public Hall from June 4
(Saturday) to 5 (Sunday), 2011. Tadateru Nishiura
gave a presentation.
"Conservation of Machu Picchu Archaeological
Site, Peru (I): Site Investigation for Deterioration

and Conservation of Remains."
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The research of Tadateru Nishiura in Machu

Picchu was introduced in the Asahi Shimbun
newspaper (morning edition). This research was
conducted in collaboration with Haruhiro Fujita
(Toyo University). They will start research for a
conservation and restoration project at Machu
Picchu in March, 2012.
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The effect of the Fukushima nuclear accident has

become a serious problem in Tohoku and Kanto
areas. It should be checked carefully whether or
not there is a radiation effect when we visit to
research cultural heritages in those areas. Tadateru

Nishiura uses a Geiger counter to measure the

amount of the radiation.
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At a meeting held at the Church of J. Mehoffer
NSPJ in Turek, Poland, from September 17
(Saturday) to 21 (Wednesday), 2011, Ahmed

Shoeib discussed the conservation works and

techniques of wall paintings. He also attended the
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activities of the meeting as well as the workshop
about non-destructive test related to portable
X-ray fluorescence apparatus. Ewa Roznerska-
Swierczewska presented her conservation work
of the wall paintings in Mehoffer Church, in Lad

church and in another medieval chapel. Her project

is supported by the European Union.

OXXILAARKINE) 2FF— 5185

201112 A 13 H () IczTd 7y « v X )b
A A KIFEEE DEE O TN ZFF—2 (L
BER) Z=aF X « ANV AKRENLEREE
NFE L7,

On December 13 (Tuesday), 2011, Ewa

Roznerska-Swierczewska has acquired Habilitation
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in the field of wall painting conservation from

Nicholas Copernicus University, Poland.
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The Culture and Town Group conducts studies

about conservation, restoration and application of
Cultural properties, which are based on the study
of Mastaba Idout in Saqqara. At the same time, they
have been conducting comparative research about
the image of Egypt and other cultures. Through
this research, they will bring out the value of
cultural properties through a different perspective
by discussing ancient Egypt and Greece, modern

Egypt and Europe.
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Takashi Mori published a thesis at Humboldt-

Universitat zu Berlin, Klassifizierung der Welt:

Georg Forsters "Reise um die Welt," on April, 2011.
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Eriko Oka conducted a survey of Saqqara village

for the third time. This year, to find its attractive
view, she studied the distribution of old buildings,
mosques, and graves in the village. She also
researched the facades of the old buildings and
interviewed villagers about the festivals of graves.
The photo below is a grave enshrined in a
village square. In August, people gathered around

the grave and offered a feast. This is one of the

festivals in this village.
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Tsutomu Nakazawa and Takashi Mori visited
museums and ancient historical sites in Cairo and
Alexandria (Hiroshi Suita joined here) to collect
research information from August 26-31, 2011.
Among them, they were interested in the Citadel
of Qaitbay at the Lighthouse of Alexandria, which
is well known as one of the Seven Wonders of the
World, the Ancient Library of Alexandria, which
was the largest and the greatest library of ancient
world, the Church of St. George and a synagogue
in Old Cairo. They gained some interesting leads
for their research by seeing the correlation with
ancient European culture before Islamic culture

was spread among people in Egypt.
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The Technology Development Group has done

research on the analyses of organic substances,

characteristic features of mold, the development of
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antibacterial techniques and adhesive materials of
restoration for mural paintings in Mastaba. These
are basic research studies which are needed to
preserve the mural painting of ancient Egypt. They
had meetings with Ahmed Shoeib and Adel Akarish
to consider issues that the cultural properties had
and they developed techniques that were useful to
conserve the properties by connecting Japanese
and Egyptian techniques related to cultural

properties.
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Ryuichi Arakawa and Hideya Kawasaki

applied mass spectrometry to pigment analysis
in collaboration with Dai Nippon Toryo and
Shimadzu Corporation, and they have developed
an ionization technology of molecular using iron
oxide nanoparticles under mass spectrometry.
The detection sensitivity of this technology has
enhanced its accuracy a million times better than
conventional techniques.

This development will be applied to the medical
field. In addition, it is expected to analyze organic
materials on pigment surfaces for the conservation

and restoration work of cultural properties.
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The 38th Annual Meeting of the Society for
Antibacterial and Antifungal Agents, Japan, was
held at Senri Life Science Center from August 30
(Tuesday) to 31 (Wednesday), 2011. Tetsuaki

Tsuchido and Kosuke Takatori gave presentations.

Basic Lecture:
Tetsuaki Tsuchido
"What is a Microorganism? : Its Survival and
Death."

Presentation:
Kyohei Wakuta, Shinji Hiroike, Mitsuyoshi
Okamoto, Yuko Kumeda, Kosuke Takatori and
Tetsuaki Tsuchido
"Identification of Fungi Isolated from Specimens
Taken at Egyptian Cultural Property Sites and
Behaviors of Fungal Growth on the Painted Stone
Chips as Model Mural Painting."

Symposium:
Kosuke Takatori

"The Fungal Identity and Control."
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From August 5 (Friday) to 11 (Thursday), 2011,
Hiroshi Suita (Culture and Town Group), Tetsuaki
Tsuchido (Technology Development Group),
Yoshinobu Nakamura (Technology Development
Group), Kosuke Takatori (Technology Development
Group), Adel Akarish (Conservation and Restoration
Group), and Ahmed Shoeib (Conservation and
Restoration Group) visited Dunhuang Academy to
see the conservation of wall paintings.

Not only did they see the mural paintings at the
Mogao Grottoes, but also the Western Thousand
Buddha Caves and other historical places. They
received explanations about them at the sight
where the restoration was going on.

They also visited the National Research Center
for Conservation of Ancient Wall Paintings. Ahmed
Shoeib and Hiroshi Suita had a workshop on the
conservation of Egyptian painting there.

In this trip, they could compare the issue of
conservating the wall paintings in China to the
ones in ancient Egypt and they exchanged views

with local researchers.
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Ahmed Shoeib and Maisa Mansur, Cairo

University, conducted research as exchange
scholars at Kansai University. Ahmed Shoeib
exchanged his opinions with the members of the
project. Maisa Mansur also had a cooperative study
with Tetsuaki Tsuchido.

Tri23% (2011) SA
NiFRBESNAFEEITFERRHEZRE

JUIRFHLEC (BAfBAFEND) D HARE R ER K
D201 ARSI 2 2 L E Lice 9 H 13 H O
— 15 H OR) IRl S N7z5E 59 mIEE DG
e (RORTIVIREATF AR—=2) 12T, TH
REMER)E -/ b2 R Uc L— 9 — i1 A+ 1k L I
HEDWE] L0524 PV TZEBREZ{TOEL BEHS3EFB  Thethird from the right
2o

Hideya Kawasaki (Technology Development FR23%E (2011) 78
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The performance of Egyptian dance was held
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under joint sponsorship with Embassy of the Arab
Republic of Egypt (Culture, Education and Science
Bureau) at Kansai University on July 21 (Thursday),
2011.

The Egyptian National Folk Dance Troupe "El-
Horrya" performed a folk dance and Kansai
University's dance circle "Belly Divas" performed a
belly dance.

The performance for "El-Horrya" was as follows:

1. Pharaonic Dance
2. Sufi Dance
3. Nubian Dance

4. Horse Dance

5. Spoon Dance with Semsemiya
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As Journal of the Institute for Conservation and
Restoration of Cultural Properties, we published
volume 3 (fiscal year 2011) of "Semawy Menu"
(sm3wy mnw). "Semawy Menu" in ancient Egyptian
means "restoration of cultural properties." We
named the Journal after the project that we have
been working on for the cultural properties of

ancient Egypt. "Semawy"” p}&%\; means

'renovating” and "restoring." "Menu"g«"g‘«f'3 means
"monuments” and "cultural properties." The ancient
Egyptians also used the word — Semawy Menu —

in the text when they did a restoration.

Semawy Menu
Volume 3
S 5 stans
PRI
TR TA + AR

AN & 3 asa i g Al e
2011 Ok - gludls Aaals

Institute for Conservation and Restoration
of Cultural Properties
Kansai University, Japan
2011
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(Town of Omi merchants)

The Sampo-Yoshi Spirit

Have you ever heard about Sampo-Yoshi (three-
way satisfaction)? Sampo-Yoshi is a business
philosophy made by Omi merchants during the
Edo Period (1600-1868) in Japan. This philosophy
teaches that what benefits you should benefit your
partner as well as the whole society. Despite the
fact that this philosophy was created more than
300 years ago, the philosophy is still relevant
today. So what is the Sampo-Yoshi spirit and why is
it important for us? Let’s have a look.

First, who is an Omi merchant? Omi merchants
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made their name as merchants who appeared in
Japan from the Edo period to the Meiji period,
and who flourished around Omi, which is an old
province of Shiga prefecture. The merchants had
their base at their home, Omi, but they developed
their business outside Omi.

Their way of trading is called Mochikudari. The
merchants brought products from their home to
local areas and sold them to get different unique
products from locals. Then they sold these unique
products to people who were living in other areas,
thus making a lot of money and at the same time,
expanding their horizons.

However it was not an easy business for them
because Mochikudari was not a one-time trade,
but a long-term strategy. The merchants had to
visit places where they had never been. When
visiting other places, what the merchants cared
most about was credibility from customers. To get
such credibility they thought they had to control
their desire for obtaining large profits and they
had to respect others with whom they traded. This

became the origin of the Sampo-Yoshi spirit - what

Kyushu

‘Shikoku

benefits one should benefit trading partners and
the community.

What the Sampo-Yoshi spirit is should be
clearer now as a business policy made by the
Omi merchants. Not only did the merchants have
confidence in their merchandise, but they also
believed in caring for the comforts and well being
of their partners and society as a whole without
self-centeredness. Being humble and showing
devotion to people are the hallmarks of the Sampo-
Yoshi spirit.

Sampo-Yoshi is a valuable idea even in the
context of modern society. With a recession now
in many countries, partly caused by the housing
and mortgage lending crises in the U.S., the large
difference between the rich (the 1%) and the poor
(the 99%) is getting even worse. Unfortunately,
greed and scandal have spread around the world.
For this reason we need to go back to the Sampo-
Yoshi spirit. It is time to care about other people
and to work for and with other people as partners

and as members of a society.
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Thank You for Your Support

On March 11, 2011, the Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami hit Japan. In the
Tohoku area where the earthquake and tsunami
hit, thousands of lives and livelihoods are still
suffering. Of course, the cultural properties are
no exception. Although people who live there
have been devastated by the situation, they
have been struggling against these difficulties.

Our city, Osaka, was not affected much by the

earthquake, but we also received many heart-
warming messages and goodwill gestures from
around the world. We appreciate this support
and the messages from around the world. The
recovery in the Tohoku area continues and
we will do our best to aid in that recovery and
rebuild that area as well as other affected areas
in Japan.

Thank you all so much for your support.
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